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Program Notes

The Symphony No. 3 in C minor, Op. 78, was completed by Camille Saint-Saéns in 1886 at what was probably the
artistic peak of his career. It is also popularly known as the Organ Symphony, since two sections out of four use the
pipe organ. Of the composition Saint-Saéns said, "/ gave everything to it | was able to give. What | have here
accomplished, | will never achieve again." The composer seemed to know it would be his last attempt at the
symphonic form, and he wrote the work almost as a type of "history" of his own career: virtuoso piano passages,
brilliant orchestral writing characteristic of the Romantic period, and the sound of a cathedral-sized pipe organ.

This arrangement for string orchestra is the serious, C minor 6/8 theme from the scherzo movement of the
symphony. Great for expanding knowledge of chromatic fingerings and dramatic bowings. All sections get
something to woodshed!

Teaching/ Performance Notes

Violin T will reach the heights in this arrangement and there is quite a bit of divisi in all sections, except double bass.
The most important features of this movement are crisp rhythms with the bow and accurate intonation in the
chromatic passages. Pay careful attention to dynamics as they add dramatic flair, especially in the subito piano
passages.

About the Arranger

LYNNE LATHAM (b. 1960) earned a B.M. and M.M. in cello performance from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. For
thirty years, she has maintained a private studio of violin, viola, cello and piano students in the Piedmont Triad of
North Carolina. Ms. Latham performs as a freelancer and conductor with local chamber groups and orchestras. She
has been a frequent clinician/conductor at string clinics and educator conferences throughout the United States and
Canada. In 1992, Ms. Latham founded Latham Music, a music publishing company specializing in music for strings.
In 2007, Latham Music was acquired by The Lorenz Corporation and Lynne was hired as the Executive Editor for
Latham Music. In 2012, she was hired as the String Editor for LudwigMasters Publications, which acquired the
Latham catalogin 2013. In the spring of 2020, Ms. Latham was hired as the String Editor for both the Southern Music
and LudwigMasters string publications.
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